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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment and written response filed on 11/28/2005 has been entered and 
considered. 

2. Claims 4-16, 18, 20-21, 25-26 and 30-31 are cancelled. 

3. Claims 1-3, 17, 19, 22-24 and 27-29 are pending. 

4. The indicated allowability of claims 1-3, 17, 19, 22-24 and 27-29 is withdrawn in view of 
the newly discovered reference(s) to Yanagita et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,982,953). Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-3, 17, 19, 22-24 and 27-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yanagita et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,982,953). 

a. Referring to Claim 1, Yanagita discloses an image transfer and output method, 
comprising the steps of: i) feeding a plurality of original image signals 
representing radiation image information, which have been fed out from an image 
signal input apparatus, into an operation processing device (a plurality of 
radiographic images are fed out of a photo-stimulable phosphor, column 6, line 
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55, and the radiographic images are stored in an image storage section 1, and then 
input into an image processing section 5, column 7, line 27, also see figure 13. 
Note the image storage section 1 is the claimed input apparatus), ii) performing 
predetermined operation processing on the plurality of the received original image 
signals in the operation processing device to obtain an operation-processed image 
signal (see figure 2, the image processing is a subtraction process, which original 
image 1 is subtracted from original image 2 to obtain a difference image), iii) 
transferring at least one original image signal, which is among the plurality of the 
original image signals, to an image output device (see figures 14 and 15, one of 
the original images, original image 1 is transferred to display 6a for displaying), 
prior to the operation-processed image signal being obtained from the 
predetermined operation processing (as evidenced in figures 14-25, the examiner 
concludes the original image 1 is outputted to the image memory prior to the 
operation-processed image to be obtained because the original image 1 herein is 
used as a reference image. For example, when the original image 1 is displayed in 
display 6a and original image 2 is displayed in display 6b as shown in figure 25, 
the original image 1 is a reference image herein, and the operator can later display 
a processed image in display 6b while original image 1 stays the same in display 
6a as shown in figure 14. The examiner notes although Yanagita discloses both 
images in displays 6a and 6b are displayed simultaneously, the original image 1 is 
stored in the image display memory prior to the arrival of the processed image as 
explained in the example provided above), iv) performing image outputting with 
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the image output device and in accordance with the one original image signal 
having been transferred (see figure 14, the original image 1 is displayed in display 
6a), v) after the operation-processed image signal has been obtained from the 
predetermined operation processing, feeding the operation-processed image signal 
into the image output device, and vi) performing image outputting with the image 
output device and in accordance with the received operation -processed image 
signal (the processed image is displayed in display 6b as shown in figure 14). 

b. Referring to Claim 2, Yanagita discloses wherein, in cases where the operation 
processing device is located on the side of the image output device, the plurality 
of the original image signals are transferred to the operation processing device, 
and the operation processing is performed on the plurality of the transferred 
original images in the original processing device (see figure 13). 

c. Referring to Claim 3, Yanagita discloses wherein, in cases wherein the operation 
processing device is located on the side of the image signal input apparatus, the 
operation-processed image signal, which has been obtained form the operation 
processing device, is transferred to the image output device, and the image 
outputting is performed with the image outputting device and in accordance with 
the operation-processed image signal having been transferred (as explained in 
claim 1, the image signal input apparatus, image storage section 1, is different 
from the operation image processing device 5, and they are presumed to be 
located nearby each other. And the processed image is transferred to image 
memory 7b and displayed on display 6b). 
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d. Referring to Claim 17, Yanagita discloses wherein the plurality of original image 
signals are transferred to the operation processing device from the image signal 
input apparatus through a network (the image input apparatus, image storage 
section 1, is connected with the image processing device through a network 
connection). 

e. With regard to Claim 19, see explanation in Claim 1. 

f. Referring to Claim 22, Yanagita discloses wherein the step ii) comprises adding 
an image signal obtained from an upper surface side of a stimulable phosphor 
sheet to an image signal obtained from a lower surface side of the stimulable 
phosphor sheet (the original images in Yanagita are image signals of 
combinations of low frequency images and high frequency images from a 
stimulable phosphor. Although Yanagita does not explicitly state in Patent No. 
5,982,953, it is evidenced in JP Publication 08-336517, figure 1, a copy of 
translation is attached herein. The examiner notes it is possible to make a 35 
U.S.C. 102 rejection even if the reference does not itself teach one of ordinary 
skill how to practice the invention, i.e., how to make or use the article disclosed. 
If the reference teaches every claimed element of the article, secondary evidence, 
such as other patents or publications, can be cited to show public possession of 
the method of making and/or using. In re Donohue, 766 F.2d at 533, 226 USPQ at 
621. See MPEP § 2131.01 for more information on 35 U.S.C. 102 rejections 
using secondary references to show that the primary reference contains an 
"enabling disclosure."). 
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g. Referring to Claim 23, Yanagita discloses performing a masking operation on 
each of the image signals obtained from the upper and lower surface sides of the 
stimulable phosphor sheet (column 8, lines 30-32, the pre-processing is the 
claimed masking operation). 

h. Referring to Claim 24, Yanagita discloses wherein, in said step vi, an image 
represented by the received operation-processed image signal is displayed on the 
image output device together with an image represented by said one original 
image signal (see figure 15). 

i. With regard to Claim 27, see explanation in Claim 1 . 

j. With regard to Claim 28, Yanagita teaches the original images are combinations 
of high-frequency images and low frequency images obtained from a photo- 
stimulable phosphor. Also see explanation in Claim 22. 

k. With regard to Claim 29, see figure 13, the original images are outputted in 
parallel from image storage section 1 to image processing section 5. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Y. Lu whose telephone number is (571) 272-7393. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Mancuso can be reached on (571)-272-7695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tom Y. Lu 




